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Tension:Release
Ethan Isaac (b.1996)

Written for the So Percussion Insitute's 15th Anniversity

Instrumentation:
Semi-Open, with default list

The pitch of chosen objects are important for the piece, and should follow somewhat
along the default structure. Anything outside of that is pretty much fair game. Materials
are don't need to be consistent if the group feels it creates an interesting effect. Below is
the default instrumentation. Using a single set of mallets most compatable with your
instruments would likely be best.

Percussion 1:

Four Loose Glockenspiel Bars (C6,E6,C7,E7)
Wood Block (High)

Wood Block (Medium)

Percussion 2:

Splash Cymbal

Temple Block (High)

Temple Block (Medium High)

Percussion 3:

Temple Block (Medium Low)
Temple Block (Low)

Small Frame Drum

Percussion 4:
Wood Block (Medium Low)

Wood Block (Low)
Bongo Drums



Percussion Key

) Wood Blocks Glock.
A f
Percussion 1 | é | F
Jg |
Splash Cymbal
Temple Blocks
| r
Percussion 2 | L

Frame Drum Temple Blocks
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Program Note:

Tension:Release is a continuation of the work in my previous percussion quartet Ideal:Reality. These
pieces can be performed together or separately. The instrumentation is open, but with the restriction
that the tones of the percussive objects be aligned by the names given to the instruments(High, Low,
Medium). Similar to Ideal:Reality, many of the linear rhythms are sources from a justly tuned third,
which matches the polyrhythm 5:4. As per the previous work, it is surprising how in a less
theorectical space how our preconcieved notions break down. This movement represents another
step in the emotional journey one experiences when you leave the mental realm of ideal forms and
return to physical actionable space.

Approx. Duration: 3'
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Lethargic, Scherzo-like J=c. 80
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